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Bottoms Up Meet Makes Big Splash
Awards abound and underdogs shine at 40th annual OMPA invitational (See story on page C1) 

Sleepy Hollow Legends’ swimmer Mollie Appl finished the 9-10 girls' 50-yard butterfly in 34.76 seconds. Photo Gint Federas

Orinda House Fire Response Questioned
By Nick Marnell

Afirefighter was injured and four family members
were displaced in a two-alarm fire that broke out

in a single-family home in Orinda June 21. The fire at
16 Charles Hill Road, which was reported shortly after
10 a.m., was contained within an hour; the injured fire-
fighter was treated at the scene and returned to work, ac-
cording to Dennis Rein, Moraga-Orinda Fire District
public information officer for the incident. “It was a very
aggressive fire attack by our guys, and they saved a large
portion of the house,” Fire Chief Stephen Healy told the
MOFD board July 1.  Battalion chief Sean Perkins esti-
mated damage of $200,000. 

      
Some north Orinda residents questioned the fire re-

sponse, as, based on data provided by Rein, engine 145
arrived at the scene seven and a half minutes from the
time the fire was first called in, with engine 143 arriving
nearly 30 seconds later.  According to an Orinda resident,
a driver saw smoke but no fire engine, so he drove up
Charles Hill to fire station 43 in hopes of alerting the fire-
fighters.  But the station was empty.

      
MOFD station 43, at 20 Via Las Cruces, less than

one-half mile from the incident, was empty because the
station 43 captain was meeting that morning with the cap-
tain at station 45 in Orinda Village.     

... continued on page A8

View of the Charles Hill Road fire from the captain's seat of a responding MOFD engine.   
Photo courtesy MOFD 

$50 PER PERSON UNTIL AUGUST 3  ($60 THEREAFTER, $70 AT THE DOOR)REGISTER TODAYstmarys-ca.edu/wine or (925) 631-8744

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SUMMERWINE FESTIVAL
Sunday, August 16, 2015 SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE SODA CENTER, 2-5 P.M.




